189 Greetings Coil for Sunday Times Postcard Offer

Glenn H Morgan FRPSL

In Februaryl989The Sunday Timesagazine gave away pstéamped Valentine postcards
provided bythe Post Office to proote the new concept of Greetings stamp boAkkough
thesedid not usdesting label®n the cardghe leaders are understood to have comprised blank
unprinted stamps, so they have a relevance to the story of the use of dummy stamps.

The Cupidstamp came from a special web printing, disposing of the othemtiesvbooklet
designs and labebs this was cheaper than making a unique cylijpgérfor the Cupid design
Vertical perforations werthereforeguillotinedby Harrisonas a part of the creation of the rolls
while horizontalperforationsvere torn whenhe stamps weraffixed toeachcard.

This production method meatttat perhaps for the first timi Britain, a coil was produceavhere
nonear e under st ood t gastheywerenotamade avaiakledar salé astmantn d s
stripsor ascomplee rolls. As mentionedst is believed that blank unprinted labels formed the
leaders for the (unknown number of) rollgit these have not been seen and mahanat survived

If any reader can supply a scan of the advertisement page from the magapue ibe
appreciated anid will be added to a revised version of this papetue course

-----------------------

GREETINGS £y
STAMPS s &

£1.90
Ten at 19p

The Cupid design with vertically guillotined edges and torn horizontal edges
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1989: Sunday Times Cupid Stamp Postcard Promotion

Face of postcard. Note vertical rouletting at left that enabled the card to be neatly removed from advert page
without being spoilt by the glue line used to affix the card to the advert page

This St.Valentine’s Day postcard celebrates the issue of
Greetings Stamps by the Royal Mail. The stamps, available at
post offices from January 31st 1989, feature five different
19p designs, with adhesive labels to fit most occasions.

Designed by Ogilvy and Mather Direct, London.
Printed byTaylor Bloxham, Leicester.

Reverse of card showing the coil version of the Cupid booklet stamp pre-affixed.
Glue residue to right of rouletting indicates where the card was stuck to the magazine page
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1989: Sunday Times Cupid Stamp Postcard Promotion

BPMA Files

Any relevant materighat may existcomes under the thirty year rule, so was unavailable at the time of contpiimmpein 2010

Bibliography
No specificarticles about this promotion hakeen traced. Snippetsist, buttheyeitheradd
nothing new to the stoypr may have helpetb actas verification for information already known

All Post Office file material © The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) - Freeling House Phoenix
Place - LONDON WC1X ODL - Tel 020 7239 2570 - The BPMA is the public identity of The Postal
Heritage Trust - Charity No. 1102360 - Company No. 4896056
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