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“A look at British Dummy Stamp Material, with an Occasional Excursion Abroad”

Eureka!!!
Wilding look-alikes surface on eBay

Look familiar? Then look again! The Eureka
Printing Company is American in origin (possibly
named after the town in California of the same
name?), but did trade in the UK at one point.

Quarter 2, 2009

The label is printed in black (the only recorded
colour) on a shiny thick art paper and is ungummed.
Harrison and Sons printed it around 1950, according
to the lot description. The production method used
is not obvious to me.
It is assumed that it was used for some internal
production testing, as an ink sample in black only
seems unlikely and it does not promote Harrison.

These four imperforate, gummed labels from the
1950s are the only colours seen in many years of
looking and recently were offered for sale by a
major British stamp dealer on eBay at a price of
£275. They were also seen on offer at Spring
Stampex this year at the same retail price. *

Great Scott!!!

The quality of the image of Scott is, unusually for
a Harrison production, not very well-defined.

Sir Walter Scott label from Harrison

A British postal auction company recently offered a
block of four of a label depicting Sir Walter Scott.
With an estimate of £28, it went for that price when
I had expected it to realise around £60, as £15 per
label is the more usual price. Not that I have seen
even a single on offer since 1980!
Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Walter_Scott
states: "Sir Walter Scott, 1st Baronet, (15 August 1771 – 21
September 1832) was a prolific Scottish historical novelist and poet
popular throughout Europe during his time.
In some ways Scott was the first English-language author to have a
truly international career in his lifetime, with many contemporary
readers all over Europe, Australia, and North America. His novels
and poetry are still read, and many of his works remain classics of
both English-language literature and of Scottish literature. Famous
titles include Ivanhoe, Rob Roy, The Lady of The Lake, Waverley, The
Heart of Midlothian and The Bride of Lammermoor."

Portrait of Sir Walter Scott by Sir Henry Raeburn
(almost certainly the source image for the label)

Any further information that readers can offer about
the use of this label would be appreciated. *
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De La Rue 1955 label was reprinted a decade later
Unusual sheet overprint found in the private collection of a reader of Dummy Stamps

The launch of Thomas De La Rue AG Philatelic Services in 1965 saw the previously red sheet labels reprinted in blue. Could
AG be the initials of Allan Grant of Rushstamps? I have only ever seen singles in blue sold by that company. Presumably plate
1A must also exist? Reports welcomed. *
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Tullis Russell celebrates its 200th
birthday this year
The Princess Royal launches celebrations

Tullis Russell Coaters Ltd is an international coating
company. Formerly Tullis Russell Brittains and
Tullis Russell Coatings, Tullis Russell Coaters is a
leading manufacturer in the field of decal (transfer)
papers, textile papers, stamp papers, visa papers,
security papers, label face papers, educational
papers and boards, coloured/inkjet films i.e. non
paper substrates and a wide range of other speciality
coated papers.

A souvenir sheet from Tullis Russell, paper makers
and converters, in conjunction with Bacon and
Bacon, intaglio engravers, was sold at their stand at
The Stamp Show 2000 and proved popular with
those who were aware that it was available. It
comprised 15 labels printed by four colour
lithography, holography, intaglio, embossing and
silver ink on ‘Emperor Multi-Security’ 102g/m2
stamp paper.
The first label bears a TULLIS RUSSELL
COATINGS / 2000 / STAMP SHOW intaglio
overprint on the hologram, which was applied by
hand at the exhibition, one sheet at a time.

The Princess Royal visits the
Tullis Russell Scottish paper plant

Over 120 security printers and postal authorities
throughout the world are confident that anyone who
tries to counterfeit their stamps will be detected.

They rely on trusecurity stamp paper from Tullis
Russell, whose postage stamp paper is
manufactured in a totally secure environment.
Functional enough to withstand the world’s
postal systems and continuously evolving, to keep
ahead of the forgers, the water activated gums and
the pressure sensitive adhesives are recognised as
being market leading.

A similar item to that above, but with the first
label bearing a TULLIS RUSSELL COATINGS /
STAMP PAPERS overprint on the hologram also
exists.
This second version was overprinted in bulk
away from the show and was designed to
supplement the first printing, which by all accounts
could not be overprinted fast enough!
With the 200th anniversary of the company
currently being celebrated, it would be nice if a
similar item was to be made available to interested
collectors. *
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Updates to items in previous
issues of Dummy Stamps
Corrections to issue DS12

In true newspaper editor's style, I am hiding here on
page four responses to my errors in DS12, hoping
that most readers will not notice!! Actually, close
attention should be paid to what follows.

Jumelle imagery was actually a Timson

1975 Sailing Stamp Issue
Another mistake, well, misinterpretation really,
occurred when mentioning the Sailing stamps issue.
I am informed that: "The Sailing issue was not
the first to be run on Gemini. The press was
commissioned in 1972 running definitives in duplex
mode, without the intaglio unit in place. This unit
was installed shortly before the Royal visit in 1972,
when we ran the Silver Wedding stamps on the
press in gravure."
Further correspondence revealed: "There were
still teething problems with the new press so the
printing was shared with the 5-unit sheet-fed
Rembrandt Machine. The stamps are distinguishable
according to Stanley Gibbons Catalogue."
The Sailing stamps claim to fame was that they
were the first stamps to be printed by Jumelle in
combination intaglio and photogravure processes
on the same stamp.
Another correspondent writes: "Between 1972
and 1975 several multicoloured and single coloured
definitives gravure-only issues were printed on the
new Jumelle machine. The first issued stamps
printed on the machine were two and a half pence
magenta and the three pence blue, which were the
2nd class and 1st class stamps at the time (1972)."
Which was printed first he has no recollection.

In the previous issue on page two I illustrated three
pictures of the mighty Jumelle press (previously
known as Gemini), as once sited at Harrison.
Except that they were not of the Jumelle, but were
of a Timson press "with a BMT stream delivery".
Readers far more knowledgeable than I am about
printing presses, especially the ex-Harrison
employees who responded, were able to correct me
and I am happy to set the record straight here.
In my defence, the real photographs that I own of
what I now know to be the Timson bear a June 1974
date on the reverse of each of them. I believed that it
was the Jumelle simply because I had always understood that the Timson had been removed a fair time
before mid-1974. In fact, I have notes on file stating
that the Timson had been removed "by 1974", i.e.
the end of 1973 at the latest.
So, the good news is that far more of the story
I am advised that the Jumelle: "...was in fact a
has
now been told within these pages than had I not
much smarter machine than those in your magazine.
made the errors!
It consisted of seven photogravure units plus one
I am most grateful to the ex-Harrison readers who
recess (intaglio) unit which had three inking units
took
the time to give the accurate information. *
(for three different colours of ink on the same
design). It had a rotary perforator at each end,
"L&M" Intaglio Machine Manufacturer
together with a sheeter and an unwind reel-stand
I used the Internet to try and locate the meaning of
also at each end.
the initials used by press manufacturer "L&M". My
The machine drive could be split at any point
three sources were all apparently wrong.
along the line of gravure units so it could run 2
I am told by a DS reader that: "The name of the
colours (1 colour definitive + phosphor) at one end
manufacturer
was in fact Linotype & Machinery
at the same time as up to 4 colours + phosphor + 3
and not as you state on page one.
colours of intaglio at the other end.
It could do reel to sheet at both ends and reel to
reel (for definitives to be inserted into books) by
running from one end to the other.
Each gravure unit had electrostatic assist to aid
ink transfer and reduce 'speckle', a common fault
with low pressure gravure units. Each gravure unit
had its own drier, as did the intaglio unit.
The machine was designed and supplied by De
L&M were a large company providing a wide
La Rue-Giori and assembled by Koenig & Bauer at
range
of printing equipment, especially the Linotype
their factory at Wurtzburg in Germany. The gravure
units were supplied to them by Andriotti of Ciprano, hot metal type casting machines. Gravure presses
were a side-line for them." *
Italy. (Koenig & Bauer now own DLR-Giori). "
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1937 Coronation souvenir labels
Philatelic Magazine shows what might have been

The 30th April 1937 issue of the defunct British
stamp publication Philatelic Magazine explained
how it undertook what it described as: "an
experiment to demonstrate what might have been".
They commented on how it had, from time to
time, been suggested that the UK should follow the
example of other great nations by making her
stamps pictorial. They believed that nobody had
ever put forward concrete proposals because of cost
and that the GPO make it clear in advance that they
were against the idea.
The magazine commissioned an artist T A
Chaplin to: "...prepare a series of 12 designs of the
King's Regalia, completely finished and ready for
reproduction."
A person of this same name was a member of
Herts Philatelic Society and an entry on Google
records him as having displayed Air Post stamps to
fellow members in 1926. Could this be the same
person, perhaps? If so, being a stamp collector
might explain why he was the one chosen to
undertake the design work.
With the artwork designs produced, the magazine
approached Harrison to reproduce Mr Chaplin's
designs by photogravure using the watermarked
paper adopted for the then current issue of the
Maldive Islands.
To recoup the costs of production, the magazine
supplied stamp dealers at prices that enabled them
to retail the set of 12 at 1/- (or 5p in decimal
currency). According to the article, the labels exist
in six colours, namely black, blue, brown, green, red
and violet, i.e. 72 labels in total exist if all of the
variations in colour were to be collected.
The May 2005 issue of Gibbons Stamp Monthly
illustrates on page 70 examples from a part sheet of
12 in orange. Could these possibly be of a
previously unrecorded colour trial?
They are attractive dummy souvenir labels of the
Coronation without a doubt, but they stood little
chance of being accepted, for they allowed no space
for the head of the King.
It was to be another three decades before anyone
dared to suggest the removal of the head, when
David Gentleman produced for the then Postmaster
General, Tony Benn, a series of designs in what has
become known as the Gentleman Album.
Within ten minutes of the essays having been
seen by the Queen, a response of "the head remains"
was received from the palace! *

The issued stamp

Mixed coloured set of the twelve Chaplin designs

The regalia set of 12 designs depicts the St Edward's Crown,
The Bible and the Crown, The Orb, The Ampulla, St George's
Spurs, The Imperial State Crown, The Sword of State,
St Edward's Staff, The Sword of Mercy, The Royal Sceptre,
The Anointing Spoon and finally The Sceptre and the Dove.
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Hinckley PS printed a Bradbury,
Wilkinson essay back in 1971
Local stamp club created a unique demonstration of
intaglio stamp printing in ex-haberdashery shop window!

On 8 May 1971, Hinckley Philatelic Society held an
exhibition where copies of a Bradbury, Wilkinson
dummy essay were printed in full view of the public
using a die loaned to the society by the company.
A mere ten copies were pulled, one of which was
donated to the Bradbury, Wilkinson archive, while
the others were given away to members.

Finished sheet with handstamps applied

Excess ink being wiped off prior to printing

Enlargement of the Bradbury,
Wilkinson stamp essay

Printing one of twelve sheets (the first two were
'make ready' examples and were destroyed)

This was a real coup for the society and the full
story makes for fascinating reading.
Thanks to the kindness of one of the collectors
responsible for printing this essay at the time,
namely Mervin W. Wallace, email subscribers to
DS will be able to read further details in the attached
supplement that Mervin has produced. *

The Hughes and Kimber intaglio proof printing press
that was used to print the essays

All imagery on this page is © Mervin W. Wallace, 2009
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Thos. De La Rue at the British
Empire Exhibition, 1924

Bradbury, Wilkinson Dummy
Airletter Form

Publicity label helped to promote Telenduron

Robson Lowe collection reveals unknown airletter form

A member of the National PS just happened to have
bought an interesting label on the day that I last saw
him. He showed me a publicity label for Thomas De
La Rue at Walthamstow E17, a production site that I
had never heard of previously.

Thanks to a reader of DS, it has been possible to
examine black and white photocopies of the Robson
Lowe collection of Bradbury, Wilkinson dummy
stamp material.
Much was known to me previously, but I was
interested in seeing an airletter form that is along
the same lines as the Letter Card illustrated in an
earlier edition of DS. Accompanying text states that
these two items of postal stationery were: "...sent
out as samples to the various postal administrations".

Black and white photocopy of the label

Research by the new owner revealed the
following information within The House that
Thomas Built, the definitive story of De La Rue.
"In 1918, one of the director's of DLR (Stuart),
"with fine abandon" acquired a collection of
concerns, which bore no relation to each other, and
none to DLR.
Included was a small plastics affair, (originally
the property of two Germans).
Late in the 1920's, during a visit by a DLR
representative to Bangkok, they obtained an order
from the Ministry of Finance, and sold a quantity of
Insulators (for telegraph poles) to the Siamese Post
Office, which were to be manufactured at "the little
plastics factory" in Walthamstow.
In the 1930's, DLR decided they must expand the
plastic manufacturing side, so bought a ten acre site
in Avenue Road, Walthamstow and built a new
factory, thus Formica Ltd was born. One of their
first orders, (via Plessey's), came from the Post
Office for telephone mouldings." Thanks, Ray! *

Black and white photocopy of the airletter form

A hand annotation made to the page indicates that
the so-called 'Ancient Briton' stamp design is
printed in a vermilion coloured ink and that it was
lithographed, whereas the stamp on the Letter Card
was printed by the intaglio process and was printed
in red ink. *

Harrison display wins gold medal
Spring Stampex one-frame competition success

Mention was made in DS12 of the opportunity to
view a 16-page display entitled "Dummy Stamps of
King George V" at Spring Stampex 2009.
It won a gold medal for the exhibitor on its first
outing and the judges commented that it was: "An
excellent exhibit of an unusual subject". *
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1975 Architecture Stamps
Overprinted

Buyer Beware

Publicity samples produced for Post Office branches

eBay is great and I have been a registered user for
the past 11 years, securing many items that have
given me much pleasure down the years.
Sometimes though, items are not what they seem
and vendors may intentionally be creating material
from their home computer or via a rubber stamp.

In DS12, I illustrated the Sailing stamps issue with
black bars overprinting the lower right hand corner
of the stamps. I have now found examples of the
1975 Architecture stamps with a similar overprint.
I must reiterate that this is an overprint and not
just a pen cancellation, which did happen on some
issues supplied to Post Office overseas agencies.

eBay material can be dodgy!!

The above are typical of such dummies. Take a
stamp or book of no particular value and apply a
previously unknown SPECIMEN or PROOF overprint and you have something that will probably sell
for much more than it would otherwise be worth.
Caveat Emptor, Buyer Beware, applies here. *

...and finally

These stamps were used in the black and chrome
display frames once sited within Post Office
branches at the time and if anyone knows of other
issues that have been treated in this way, then I
would welcome details please. *

I always welcome details of any new dummy finds from
printers of British stamps, past and present, and so
cordially invite you to drop me a line via the Guest Book
facility provided at my website:
www.stampprinters.info/guestbook.htm
Unfortunately, business, family and other
commitments to the hobby mean that I cannot guarantee
that I can rigidly stick to a publishing programme and
therefore suggest that you go to:
www.stampprinters.info/dummystamps.htm every so
often where PDF files of this and all future and previous
issues of Dummy Stamps will be available to download
and print-off. Thank you.

Dummy Stamps - Issue 13 - Q2 2009 - Page 8
© Glenn H Morgan FRPSL

