Dummy Stamps
Issue 21

A Newsletter Covering Dummy Stamp Material from British Stamp Printers

Harrison Stamp Active Labels
Labels printed free of charge at High Wycombe

This sheet was produced by Harrison in 1990 to
support the launch of Stamp Active at Stamp World
London '90. The sheets were given out to school
clubs as part of the Stamp Active pack when they
joined or were sold for £1 to raise funds. Harrison
donated the print run to help support the hobby
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Sefi's "Advanced Philatelic
Research" on CD from The Royal
Limited stocks available, so do not delay

The fascinating 1932 second edition of the book An
Introduction to Advanced Philately by Alexander J
Sefi is now available as a digital PDF edition from
The Royal Philatelic Society London. Edited by
John Wills and Geoffrey Eibl-Kaye, it was
published last year at a very reasonable £5, plus £1
(UK), £2 (worldwide) postage and packing.** It is
available to members and non-members of The
Royal and, if the latter, why not ask for an
application pack to be included with the disk, as
membership is certainly worthwhile.
What makes the original printed publication
especially interesting to readers of DS is that it
included several sheets of actual dummy stamps
printed by Perkins Bacon & Co Ltd., all to the same
design, but using different printing processes to
highlight visually the many differences between the
processes.
The digital edition does, of course, NOT include
actual sheets, but they are included as PDFs, as you
would expect. There are also photographs of dies,
etc., all of which go towards helping the reader to
obtain a higher understanding of "the art and
mystery of printing", to quote an early Harrison
& Sons publication.
The printed book tends to sell at well over £100.

There appears to be no record of the numbers that
were printed, but the scheme organiser thinks it may
have been 5000 sheets. He recently stated: "You see
very few appearing on the Cinderella market",
which is certainly the case.
The Stamp Active Network continues its work. *

** Payment must be made in pounds sterling either by a
cheque drawn on a UK bank or by credit card (Visa or
MasterCard only). PayPal can also be used via
accounting@rpsl.org.uk. Please allow 28 days for
delivery. If sending in a cheque, post it to The Royal
Philatelic Society London, 41 Devonshire Place, London
W1G 6JY and please mention DS when ordering. *
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Napoleon and Rembrandt
Clarification regarding Napoleon dummy stamps

Napoleon in his study.

The contentious label.

“Made in Germany as pro-Boer propaganda” has
been constantly repeated in stamp dealer listings
as the source of these dummy stamps, but it has
not been possible to understand why this would
be the case, or where the 'explanation' originated.
The first Boer War was held between 1880 to
1881 and the second war between 1899 and
1902. Both were between the British Empire and
the Afrikaans speaking inhabitants of the
Transvaal Republic and the Orange Free State.
Why would the Germans have been producing
stamp-like labels depicting the French military
commander Napoleon Bonaparte? Incidentally,
“Anti Boer war propaganda” has also been
reported, which equally makes no sense.
Thanks to an auction description, this design is
known to have existed before March 1914, and
to have been produced by Rembrandt, as that is
the date of a letter from the company that
enclosed samples of this and other designs.
A 1991 Phillips auction sale included in Lot 415
a group of 279 essays. The lot description
mentions that there had been previous
attributions to the essays but “would appear to
be the work in photogravure or intaglio of The
Rembrandt Intaglio Printing Co Ltd., Lancaster,
as they are accompanied by two letters from W
M Duncan on their letterhead to a Mr. Stamford,
both dated March 1914, the second of these –
“Please keep any stamps you like. All these
stamps were done about the time of the change
of Contract with the P.O., and were in most
cases shown by (sic, should read "to") the P.O.

"In fact we got our name put on the list of
contractors.
"I believe the P.O. took a Yankee process, though
we told them, so far as I can remember, that
their demands could not be complied with in
photogravure, but that would not stop a Yankee
out for brass.
"The P.O. aught really to get an expert in intaglio
work to advise them on such an intricate
question as printing and adaptability to their
requirements, but Government Offices cannot
demean themselves to take advice.”
The discovery of Rembrandt’s printing of these
items will hopefully stop the (apparently)
erroneous comments, unless a reader can
definitively prove that it did relate to the Boer’s
and that they are of German origin.
At the risk of adding to the confusion, your
compiler wonders whether the design of
Napoleon was chosen to ensure that it could
never be confused with an issued British stamp,
for his image would have been instantly
recognisable to people, especially around 100
years ago.
The Fictitious Stamps Act was vigorously
enforced and Rembrandt may have been
concerned that they may have fallen foul of it
had the stamp depicted the current monarch.
Black, olive, carmine and orange colours have
been recorded. Can anyone offer any further
information or add to the colours listed ? *
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Hytech Labels at Spring Stampex
New label machine type given field trial

Back in September 1995 I was in Singapore at the
international stamp exhibition. Running alongside
was a postal industry show called PostTech 95,
which I managed to gain entry into.
One of the exhibitors was Hytech Scales Pty Ltd., of
Preston, Australia. They had three machines (at
least) in operation dispensing three different postal
label types. Unfortunately, I had concluded at the
time that they were of minimal interest to me and
so stupidly I only got one example of each dummy
stamp, with either an exact receipt that matched the
label, or a non-matching receipt from an earlier
dispense. I have never seen these items recorded in
the specialist philatelic literature, or for sale.
The Papua label incorporates to the right of the
butterflies a holographic vertical strip, while the
final image of a Papua receipt shows how the
system could also handle non-postal transactions.
As these labels were dummies, they do not bear an
adhesive coating on the rear (which in any event
would have been water-activated, rather than today's
self-adhesive stock), so they could not be affixed to
cover. The PostTech and Papua branding colour
printing was done by a fairly primitive printing
method, with dot matrix print heads being used to
print the unique details, as distinct from today when
a direct thermal method is used.
So why include Papua in DS? Well, at Spring
Stampex this year Hytech machines were in
operation as a trial for possible Tallents House use
and I thought that readers might like to see the forerunner to the British labels from 16 years before. *
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Shakespeare Revisited
Further colours discovered

More colours have surfaced in complete sheets of
the Harrison & Sons Shakespeare series of defaced
labels, namely:
Fishburns Blue Black AN1523,
Coates 1/2d Green G1285,
Winstones Gloss Brown AN1539,
L&B Red Toner 7833G,
Thanks to a reader, I can show photostats here. *

PUC £1 Printed in Blue Ink
Prices soar for this limited edition sheet

Stamp Magazine [GB] noted in its February 2011
issue that stamp dealer Rushstamps is willing to pay
up to £250 per copy for this sheet (see DS20).
Clearly at least one person responded to the appeal

for stock, as a single sheet was on offer at spring
Philatex in London for £350. It is unclear whether
there was a purchaser.
I think it is a shame that someone deprived one of
the many disappointed genuine collectors who had
tried to obtain one of the 50 sheets when they were
first offered by BPMA at £50, but clearly the vendor
saw pound signs in front of his eyes! *
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Bradbury, Wilkinson Ship Design

The Recent Royal Wedding

Further examples found by DS reader

It's off-topic, so apologies in advance

"In DS8 you
refer to the
2d stamp as
being known
printed in
black imperf
no gum with
only three
singles
available.
I attach a
scan of an
imperf corner
marginal pair
which would
suggest that
there are a
few more
than three
around." *

One of my other collecting interests is modern
Royal Household mail from the palaces and offices
associated with the British royal family, having
written the book Royal Household Mail in 1992.
As my invitation to the recent royal wedding of
Prince William and Miss Catherine Middleton
would appear to have been lost in the post, I would
really appreciate a 300dpi scan of the invitation and
its envelope if any reader has access to such an item.
Similarly, scans of any other envelopes from
invitations, 'thank you's' and general royal mail from
1990 (yes, nineteen-ninety) to date would also be
appreciated, please, for an article that I am planning
to produce with a philatelic friend. It may, in time,
result in a new edition updating my earlier work.
Many thanks in advance.
Note: My book Royal Household Mail is long out of print, but it can
be downloaded for free in several PDF sections from the Site Plan to
be found at my website www.stampprinters.info/SPI_SitePlan.htm *

PO Training School: Suspect Items
Material is not what at first glance it seems to be

Harrison Factory Derelict

There are a lot of items appearing on eBay at present
allegedly from the Edinburgh Postal Training
School. They are invariably attractive items with
various handstamps and stamps.

A sad end to a landmark building for stamp printing

The 7.2 acre stamp printing factory of Harrison and
Sons, then of De La Rue for a short period after its
takeover, is virtually no more.

If I tell you that they include modern PHQ cards
with King George VI stamps affixed and cancelled,
you will start to see the problem!

A visit to the Flickr photo-site
www.flickr.com/photos/liamch/sets/72157622705487167/

shows the factory following its decommissioning
and what a sorry state it is now in.
For anyone like me who was privileged enough to
visit the factory in its heyday cannot fail to be
moved. Yes, it was just a building and it is what
went on inside that mattered more, but it is still sad.

It is apparent that the handstamps must have been
liberated at some point and put to use creating these
philatelic confections.

Bradbury, Wilkinson's site ended-up as a Tesco
supermarket, while the Harrison site has been the
subject of much local debate over its future use. *

I especially like the set of five mailbag tags using
the 1971 dummy decimal training labels, but will
not be a purchaser! Buyer beware. *
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Walsall 1990 VIP Reception
Previously unrecorded cover found

De La Rue Sample Cards Revisited
Further colours reported by DS reader

All readers of DS will be aware that 1990 marked
the 150th anniversary of the introduction of postage
stamps by Britain. Walsall Security Printers marked
the anniversary by hosting a reception at the
Grosvenor House Hotel on 9 May 1990, presenting
invited VIP guests with a commemorative cover.

"Referring to Dummy Stamps issue 18, Quarter 3,
2010 and the De La Rue Colour Sample Cards, I
have cards numbered L722R and L791, which you
state as previously unrecorded colours.
I also have card numbered L785."

*

Presentation
cover addressed to
Mr D Mazimbamuto,
Director Posts Zimbabwe.

The pictorial element at left depicts the first and fifth
Earl of Lichfield, with the latter personally signing
each cover. The two labels were cancelled by a
special cachet and, while the right hand label is well
known having been produced for distribution at the
Stamp World 1990 show, the left hand label is new.

V&A Brugger Coil Testing Labels
New label design reported after more than 30 years

A coil format test/promo
label that I was not
familiar with was shown
to me recently. I did a
company search for
V&A Brugger Ltd of
East Harling and found
that it became the well
known Hillday
Leasing & Supplies Ltd.,
on 7 November 1978. *

...and finally

I had initially thought that it might have been a label
torn from a mixed-value pane of a Prestige stamp
booklet, but it is not. It is therefore assumed that it
was created solely for this cover. Confirmation
either way would be appreciated from any reader
who happens to be in the know. *

I always welcome details of new dummy finds from
printers past and present, and so invite you to write via
my Guest Book at stampprinters.info/guestbook.htm,
where requests to subscribe to DS can also be made.
Business, family and other commitments to the hobby
mean that I cannot guarantee that I can rigidly stick to a
publishing programme and therefore suggest that you
visit stampprinters.info/dummystamps.htm every so
often where PDF files of this and all future and previous
issues of Dummy Stamps will be available to download
and print-off. Thank you. *
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