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Harrison Butterfly Progressives
One of the first exciting new discoveries for some time.

A regular UK reader and supporter of DS has kindly sent
scans of a Harrison butterfly design dummy stamp.
While a copy of the finished item had been seen previously
on a presentation card (see below left), this is the first
known recording of the colour progressives. An interesting
typed note accompanied the various items and tells their
story, which can be read at the
foot of this page. *

Above: Yellow [Y].
Right: Cyan [C] , Y+M,
Magenta [M].
Far Right: CMYK,
Black [K], C+M+Y.
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DLR Luxury Tax Colour Trials

Olympics Birds Trial

Said to be unapproved colour trials for a £2 : 10s value.

Don’t know the facts? Then make them up, perhaps.

eBay vendor i.b.redguy has been offering, at
£149.99 each, £1 Luxury Tax colour trials.
Allegedly from the DLR Archive and from the reign
of KGV, they feature a Britannia dummy head. *

If you can spare a mere £4,500, you can currently
buy a copy of the Olympic Birds trial sheet. Said to
be “absolutely unique and rare” relating to “Post
and Go - P&G”, neither description applies. *

Waterlow Receipt Stamp
A further example found.

The receipt stamp below, depicted on a full document and enlarged alongside, has been illustrated before,
but a second example has now been found. These are quite scarce. Sold for £50. *
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School Visits to Harrison and Sons, plus a Film Show
Oh to have had the chance of being a part of the group at such a young age.

Your compiler has happy memories of three visits to Harrison & Sons in High Wycombe, all as an adult. If
you were attending the Royal Grammar School in Wycombe (and therefore a Wycombiensian) in 1955,
1964 or 1968 you will have had the opportunity to visit the factory as a child, thanks to a thriving stamp club.
Searches online during recent idle moments found copies of the school magazine recording such events….
1955: “STAMP SOCIETY. After being dormant for nearly twenty years, the Stamp Society has come to
life again. The Committee has drawn up a full programme consisting of talks every fortnight and a meeting
to exchange and sell stamps every week. A visit to Harrison & Sons, the stamp factory in High Wycombe, is
also under consideration.” It has not been proven that a visit actually happened, though, as a full run of
magazines were not found online.
1964: “STAMP SOCIETY. On June 3rd of this year, a party visited Harrison & Sons Ltd., where they
saw the various stages in the production of stamps by the photogravure process. This visit was very
successful and enjoyed by all.”
1968: “STAMP SOCIETY REPORT. The society also ventures out into the wider world of philately. For
instance, during the winter term a trip was arranged to the printing works of Harrison and Sons Ltd. in
High Wycombe. Unfortunately, owing to security arrangements, it was only possible for twenty people to go
on this trip. Nevertheless, those who did go had a rare opportunity to see how virtually all Great Britain’s,
most of the Commonwealth’s, and several other countries’ stamps are designed and printed. In fact, it was
almost an awe-inspiring experience to find oneself continually within in a few feet of thousands of pounds
worth of stamps. One section of the party had their will-power tested more severely when it was left
unaccompanied in the stamp checking department, where literally thousands of sheets of badly printed
stamps were stacked up, which would, if sold on the open market, amass a fortune for their lucky possessor!”
The comments in the final report resonated with your compiler, who had also been left unattended with his
small group in the stamp checking department and their will-power was similarly to be tested some twenty
or more years later. Incidentally, does anyone want to buy any printers waste? (Yes, that is a joke!)
The May 1963 issue of the Wycombiensian magazine additionally revealed: “STAMP SOCIETY. On
Tuesday, February 19th, a film on loan from Messrs. Harrison & Sons dealing with the manufacture of the
stamp was shown. This was greatly enjoyed by a large audience.” It would be interesting to know if the
film survives anywhere. Does any reader have access to this, or any other, stamp printer film? *

London 2020 exhibition POSTPONED TO 2022
An early reminder for your 2022 diary.

The major stamp exhibition planned for the Business Design Centre in Islington, London, from Saturday 2
May until Saturday 9 May 2020 was postponed. This international show with FIP Patronage and with
competitive classes in Championship, Traditional, Postal History, Thematic, Revenue, Postal Stationery,
Aerophilately, Open, Picture Postcards, One Frame, Modern and Youth…. along with dealers and many
special features, will now be held 19 to 26 February 2022 in place of Spring Stampex that year.
Your compiler’s entry ‘A Stamp is Made’ has been accepted in the traditional class and will be on display
during the final four days of the exhibition. It contains more than 420 dummy stamps from around the world.
2020 Literature Class entries are to be displayed at Autumn Stampex 2020 (if held), or later at RPSL. *
Dummy Stamps - Issue 59 - Q2 2020 - Page 3 - © Glenn H Morgan FRPSL

Waterlow Samples

Bills Bargain Stamps

New discoveries.

….or not.

It is unclear
whether
these were
produced for
Waterlow
publicity or
for another
commercial
use. *

The above US eBay vendor
has been offering a damaged
Eyre and Spottiswoode [GBR]
dummy stamp for US$500,
defining as “unlisted specimen
essay by the American Bank
Note Company. Unique”.
Wrong, in all respects. *

Royal Mail Colour Swatches

Pop Stamps from Waddington

Unusual gift received from American friend.

Rather too expensive for what it is.

The colour swatch below was used to ensure
accurate matching of Royal Mail’s ‘house red’ by
its various printers. The same name also appears on
the margins of appropriate definitive stamps.

The Manfred Mann Pop Stamps packet depicted
below was on offer for a staggering £130 on eBay.
Hopefully it never sold at that price. *

Does any reader have other colours or variations?
Your compiler produced very similar items when
working for HSBCs marketing back in the 1990s,
so they appear to be an industry standard item. *

...and finally
I always welcome details of new dummy finds from
printers past and present, and so invite you to write via
my Guest Book at stampprinters.info/guestbook.htm,
where requests to subscribe to DS can also be made.
Business, family and other commitments to the hobby
mean that I cannot guarantee that I can rigidly stick to a
publishing programme and therefore suggest that you
visit stampprinters.info/dummystamps.htm every so
often where PDF files of this and all future and previous
issues of Dummy Stamps will be available to download
and print-off.
Thank you. *
Dummy Stamps - Issue 59 - Q2 2020 - Page 4 - © Glenn H Morgan FRPSL

